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Schweizer Glasfaserabdeckung weit hinter europäischen Standards – 
Handlungsbedarf trotz gegenteiliger Bewertung des Bundesrates 
Aktuelle Zahlen zum europäischen FTTH/B-Markt, welche das FTTH Council Europe gestern 
publiziert hat, zeigen eine unangenehme Realität: mit einer FTTH-Abdeckung von nur 46% (von 
4 Millionen Haushalten) hinkt die Schweiz weit hinter dem europäischen Durchschnitt hinter-her. 
Die Abnahmerate von Glasfaseranschlüssen (zahlende Kunden im Verhältnis zu gebauten 
Anschlüssen) präsentiert sich bei 50%. Mit der Abnahmerate befindet sich die Schweiz im 
Mittelfeld, hingegen sind die Zahlen zur Glasfaserabdeckung ein alarmierender Weckruf, den die 
Swiss Fibre Net AG ernst nimmt. 

Trotz dieser Lage sieht der Bundesrat gemäss seinem Evaluationsbericht zum Schweizer 
Telekommunikationsmarkt keinen unmittelbaren Handlungsbedarf. Er begründet diese Einschätzung 
mit der Auffassung, dass der aktuelle Stand des Wettbewerbs und der technologischen Entwicklung im 
Schweizer Telekommunikationsmarkt keinen zwingenden Bedarf für regulative Eingriffe oder 
zusätzliche Fördermassnahmen zur Beschleunigung des FTTH-Ausbaus erkennen lassen. Die 
Bewertung stützt sich auf die Annahme, dass die vorhandenen Marktmechanismen ausreichend sind, 
um die Entwicklung und Verbreitung der Glasfasertechnologie voranzutreiben 

Swiss Fibre Net AG steht dieser Einschätzung kritisch gegenüber, da die geringe FTTH-Abdeckung ein 
eindeutiger Indikator für den dringenden Bedarf an verstärkten Anstrengungen ist. Zudem weisen wir 
darauf hin, dass der internationale Vergleich und die digitale Transformation eine proaktive und 
ambitionierte Netzpolitik erfordern, um die digitale Kluft zu schliessen und die Wettbewerbsfähigkeit der 
Schweiz zu sichern. Platz 34 von den EU 39 Staaten bezüglich der FTTH-Abdeckung ist unserem Land 
nicht würdig. 

FTTH-Glasfasernetze sind der Goldstandard für moderne Kommunikationsnetze. Sie sind nicht nur mit 
Abstand die schnellsten Netze, sondern auch ökologisch den bestehenden Kupfer- und Kabelnetzen 
bezüglich des Stromverbrauchs massiv überlegen. Der rasche und parallele Ausbau von FTTH-Netzen 
mit der gleichzeitigen Stilllegung von Kupfer und Kabelnetzen würde die ESG-Bilanz der Schweizer 
Telekombranche nachhaltig verbessern. Der Gewinn an Ökologie und Nachhaltigkeit ist auch ein Grund, 
weshalb andere Länder massiv in FTTH-Glasfasernetze investieren. 

Die vom Bundesrat definierte Gigabit-Strategie zur Förderung des flächendeckenden Glasfaserbaus 
sieht Fördermittel ab dem Jahre 2028 für den Bau in unrentablen Gebieten vor. Dieses Förderpro-
gramm kommt viel zu spät, die Förderung müsste unmittelbar jetzt einsetzen, damit die Schweiz punkto 
Glasfaser den internationalen Anschluss nicht verliert.  

Es ist Zeit, dass die Politik den Glasfasernetzausbau als dringliche nationale Angelegenheit behandelt. 
Swiss Fibre Net AG wünscht sich ein sofortiges Umdenken und konkrete Massnahmen, um die 
Investitionen in die Glasfaserinfrastruktur zu beschleunigen. Nur so kann die Schweiz ihre Position als 
führende Technologienation behaupten und allen Bürgern den Zugang zu einem schnellen und 
zuverlässigen Internet garantieren. 

Andreas Waber, CEO der Swiss Fibre Net AG, sagt: «Die neuesten Zahlen zum Glasfaserausbau in 
der Schweiz und vor allem der Vergleich mit anderen Industrienationen geben zu denken. Der Stadt / 
Land-Graben wird immer deutlicher. Während in den urbanen Zentren der Schweiz seit Jahren eine 
gute Abdeckung mit FTTH-Glasfasern vorhanden ist, sind ländliche Gebiete, Bergregionen und Bürger 
ausserhalb der Bauzonen von einer guten Versorgung weiterhin abgeschnitten. Swiss Fibre Net AG als 
wichtiger Akteur in diesem Bereich wird alles daransetzen, diesen Missstand in den nächsten Jahren 
rasch zu korrigieren.» 

 
Swiss Fibre Net AG  
 

Die Swiss Fibre Net AG ist ein Gemeinschaftsunternehmen lokaler Energieversorger und Kabelnetz-
betreiber in der Schweiz. Sie verbindet die lokalen Glasfasernetze ihrer Netzpartner zum 
grossflächigen, homogenen und offenen «Swiss Fibre Net» und bietet dieses diskriminierungsfrei 
national tätigen Telekomanbietern zur Nutzung an. Damit ist die Swiss Fibre Net AG Garantin für den 
Wettbewerb im Telekommunikationsmarkt. 
 



 

 

Kontakt für Medienanfragen und weitere Informationen: 
 
Andreas Waber 
CEO Swiss Fibre Net AG 
+41 79 668 90 78 
andreas.waber@swissfibrenet.ch 
https://www.swissfibrenet.ch/news/ 
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1. Important definitions

With thanks to



General Business

Methodology
Ø Mission on behalf of the FTTH Council Europe

Ø Provide a complete summary of the status of FTTH/B in Europe measured during September 2023

Ø This study is based on data and information collected by the European Commission (through DESI studies) and information 
gathered from local regulators in each country (if available).

ØDesk research

ØDirect contacts with leading players 
and IDATE partners within countries

Ø Information exchange with FTTH 
Council Europe members

ØDesk research

ØData per player for FTTH/B and other fibre-
based architectures

ØKey parameters study: technical, financial, 
business model, figures

ØBoth quantitative and qualitative data

ØMarket status in the country

Ø Strategic approach of involved players
Results 

Bottom-up 
methodology

Scope 
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Scope

Note: in 2023, the FTTH Council have removed Russia and Belarus from individual mention in the report due to their actions and support of the invasion of Ukraine

With thanks to

EUR 27 + UK detailed 
composition:
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech 
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom

EU39 detailed composition:
EU27 + UK
CIS countries: Kazakhstan, Ukraine, +2
Iceland, Israel, North Macedonia, Norway, Serbia,
Switzerland, Turkey

Regarding the specific case of Ukraine, the figures are likely to
change quickly.
We have no current data on the level of damage caused by the War
on FTTH networks in Ukraine and we do not know yet how fast these
networks can be rebuilt.

Ø The study is focused on EU27+UK and EU39
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Important definitions

Homes Passed: The potential number of Premises which a Service Provider has capability to connect to an FTTH/FTTB
network in a service area with minimal additional installation

Premise: A house or building, that could be connected by an FTTH/FTTB network

Sockets: The In-Home connection point of a single fibre service provider inside a premises. It is possible to have
multiple sockets if the location is serviced by multiple FTTH network operators

Subscribers: The number of Premises which are connected to a network and are already subscribers

Take Up rate: Subscribers – as a proportion of Homes Passed

Coverage rate: Homes passed – as a proportion of Total Households

Penetration rate: Subscribers – as a proportion of Total Households
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2. General Overview & Main trends
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FTTH/B Market Panorama
Key Figures as of September 2023

121 million FTTH/B 
Subscribers244 million FTTH/B 

Homes Passed

With thanks to (1) EU39 = EU27+UK + 4 CIS countries + Iceland, Israel, North Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland, Turkey

As of September 2023 in EU39 (1): 

September 2023 EU 39 EU 27 + UK
Premises (Millions) 349 228

Homes passed (Millions) 244 147

Subscribers (Millions) 121 78

Coverage rate 69.9% 64.5%

Take-up rate 49.6% 52.7%

Penetration rate 34.7% 34%

Note: see slide 6 for the definition of the rates
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FTTH/B Market Panorama
Key trends as of September 2023

FTTH/B European market evolution in EU39 (1):
In terms of Homes Passed and Subscribers (2012-2023)

With thanks to (1) EU39 = EU27+UK + 4 CIS countries + Iceland, Israel, North Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Switzerland, Turkey

Note: see slide 6 for the definition of the rates
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September 2023 EU 39 EU 27 + UK
Coverage rate 69.9% 64.5%
Coverage rate delta 
vs 2022

+ 6.5 p.p +7.6 p.p

Take-up rate 49.6% 52.7%
Take-up rate delta 
vs 2022

+1.1 p.p +1.3 p.p

Penetration rate 34,7% 34%
Penetration rate 
delta vs 2022

+3.9 p.p. +4.7 p.p.
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FTTH/B Market Panorama
Market trends (EU27+UK vs. EU39)

FTTH/B Subscribers (million)
Comparison EU27+UK / EU39

Evolution of FTTH/B Homes Passed (million)
Comparison EU27+UK / EU39

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPEWith thanks to

Sept 2023 Dec 2013
Proportion of the total Homes Passed 
represented by EU 27 + UK 60% 38%

Proportion of the total Subscribers 
represented by EU 27 + UK 64% 39%
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Ø FTTH/B initiative refers to the number of public and private players who have launched FTTH/B projects since fibre
rollouts began.

Ø Around 410 FTTH/B initiatives identified in EUR39 by September 2023
Ø Alternative operators still leading on the number of initiatives, but the incumbents are close second
Ø In 2011 the Alternative ISPs' initiatives were dominant, while in recent years the Incumbents have narrowed the 

gap

FTTH/B Market Panorama
FTTH/B initiative types

Breakdown of FTTH/B Homes Passed by type of player (%)
Data comparison between Dec. 2011 and Sept. 2023

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPEWith thanks to

Dec. 2011 Sept. 2023
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3. FTTH/B Homes passed, Coverage rate 
and Sockets deployed
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Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPEWith thanks to

FTTH/B Homes Passed – EU27 + UK Ranking 
EU27+UK ranking in terms of FTTH/B Homes passed over time (in million homes)
Data comparison between Sept. 2019 and Sept. 2023
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FTTH/B Homes Passed – EU39 Ranking 
European ranking in terms of FTTH/B Homes passed, countries with > 1 million homes passed
Data comparison between Sept. 2019 and Sept. 2023 (in million homes)

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPEWith thanks to
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Coverage rate, European leaderboards – EU27+UK
FTTH/B coverage rate (households passed / households) in EU27+UK as of September 2023

Note: see slide 6 for the definition of the rates
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Coverage rate, European leaderboards – EU39
FTTH/B coverage rate (households passed / households) as of September 2023

Note: see slide 6 for the definition of the rates
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FTTH/B Sockets Deployed - EU27+UK Ranking 
EU27+UK ranking in terms of FTTH/B Sockets Deployed, countries with > 1 million sockets deployed
Data comparison between Sept. 2019 and Sept. 2023 (in million homes)

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPEWith thanks to

5 fastest growing markets 
(in both volume and %)

Data from Sept. 2022 to Sept. 2023 
(in terms of FTTH/B Sockets Deployed)

Note: see slide 6 for the definition of the rates
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FTTH/B Sockets Deployed - EU39
EU39 ranking in terms of FTTH/B Sockets Deployed, countries with > 1 million sockets deployed
Data comparison between Sept. 2019 and Sept. 2023 (in million homes)

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPEWith thanks to

5 fastest growing markets 
(in both volume and %)

Data from Sept. 2022 to Sept. 2023 
(in terms of FTTH/B Sockets Deployed)

Note: see slide 6 for the definition of the rates
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4. FTTH/B Subscribers and Take-up rate
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Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPEWith thanks to

FTTH/B Subscribers – EU27 + UK
EU27+UK ranking in terms of FTTH/B Subscriptions over time (in thousands homes)
Data comparison between Sept. 2019 and Sept. 2023 (in million homes)

20,6

14,5

5,3 5,1
4,2 4,1 3,8 3,5 3,1 2,6

1,5 1,4 1,4 1,2 0,9 0,8 0,6 0,6 0,4 0,4 0,4 0,3 0,3 0,2 0,2 0,2 0,2 0,1
 -

  5

  10

  15

  20

  25

France
Spain

Romania

Unite
d Kingdom Ita

ly

Germ
any

Poland

Sweden

Portu
gal

Netherla
nds

Bulgaria

Denmark

Hungary

Finland

Cze
ch Republic

Slovakia

Ire
land

Lith
uania

Austr
ia

Latv
ia

Belgium

Slovenia

Greece

Croatia

Esto
nia

Cyprus

Luxembourg
Malta

M
ill
io
ns

September 2019 September 2020 September 2021 September 2022 September 2023

5 fastest growing markets (in both 
volume and %)

Data from Sept. 2022 to Sept. 2023 
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Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPEWith thanks to

FTTH/B Subscribers – EU39
EU39 ranking in terms of FTTH/B Subscriptions over time (in thousands homes)
Data comparison between Sept. 2019 and Sept. 2023 (in million homes)

5 fastest growing markets (in both 
volume and %)

Data from Sept. 2022 to Sept. 2023 
(in terms of FTTH/B Subscribers)
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With thanks to Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPE

Take-up rate, European leaderboards – EU27+UK
FTTH/B take-up rate (subscribers / households passed) in EU27+UK as of September 2023
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With thanks to Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPE

Take-up rate, European leaderboards – EU39
FTTH/B take-up rate (subscribers / households passed) in EU39 as of September 2023
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5. FTTH/B Penetration rate
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Penetration rates of European countries - September 2023 (Subscribers / Households)
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Penetration rate, European leaderboards – EU39

Note: see slide 6 for the definition of the rates
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6. Who’s leading the road to full fibre?
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Coverage rate
EU27+UK: 64.5% (+ 7.6 p.p yoy)

EU39 : 69.9% (+ 6.5 p.p yoy)

FTTH/B 
Coverage rate
Summary map
FTTH/B coverage rate map (households passed / 
households) - September 2023

Note: see slide 6 for the definition of the rates
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FTTH/B 
Take-up Rate
Summary map
FTTH/B take-up rate map (subscribers / households 
passed) - September 2023

Note: see slide 6 for the definition of the rates

Take-up rate
EU27+UK: 52.7% (+ 1.3 p.p yoy)

EU39 : 49.6% (+ 1.1 p.p yoy)

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPE
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FTTH/B 
Penetration Rate
Summary map

Note: see slide 6 for the definition of the rates

Penetration rate
EU27+UK: 34% (+ 5 p.p yoy)
EU39 : 34.7% (+ 5 p.p yoy)

FTTH/B penetration rate map (subscribers / 
households) - September 2023

Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPE
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The Road to Full Fibre – Who has the most work left to do?
Households left to pass, EU27+UK – September 2023

With thanks to Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPE
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MillionsHomes Left to Pass Households

Ø EU27+UK: 81 million households are yet to be covered, representing 
35% of total homes in the region

Ø Germany, UK and Italy are the countries with the most work to be 
done.
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The Road to Full Fibre – Who has the most work left to do?
Subscribers left to connect, EU27+UK – September 2023

With thanks to Source: IDATE for FTTH Council EUROPE
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Ø EU27+UK: the households without a subscription are 151 million,
representing the 66% of total households in the region

Ø Germany, United Kingdom and Italy still have the most
households without a subscription
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Source: IDATE estimations for FTTH Council EUROPE

Focus on microstates progress
Microstates are moving forward with FTTH/B deployments

47,000 Homes Passed by Fibre

100%*
41,090 Fibre Subscribers

87 %*

Andorra - 47,400 Households 

* of total homes

18,300 Homes Passed by 
Fibre

100 %*
12,500 Fibre 
Subscribers

68%*

Monaco - 18,300 Households 

* of total homes

11,900 Homes Passed by Fibre

80 %*
8,100 Fibre 
Subscribers

54 %*

San Marino - 14,900 Households

* of total homes

15,400 Homes Passed by Fibre

87 %*
14,350 Fibre Subscribers

81 %*

Liechtenstein - 17,700 Households 

* of total homes
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7. FTTH/B Key conclusions
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Key conclusions
Top 3 - Main movers in terms of Homes Passed in absolute numbers – EU27+UK

Data comparison between Sept. 2022 and Sept. 2023

3 2 1 

+ 4.7M HP + 4.4M HP + 2.5m HP

German
y

UK France

The contribution of EU27+UK to the total is increasing, 
both for home passed and subscriptions

FTTH/B coverage EU39:
• Steady progress with 244 million homes passed,

almost 70%
• 33 out of EU39 countries now have passed the 50%

Gigabit capable technologies such as 5G FWA, G.fast and 
Docsis 3.1/4.0 are still being deployed to meet the current 
Home bandwidth demands, delaying FTTH in some areas

More needs to be done in terms of subscriptions.
Only 1 in 4 countries exceeds the 50% penetration rate.

Coverage: Germany, UK and Italy have the most work to do, 
with 48 million homes left to pass among them.
Crucially the take-up and penetration rates are low too.

FTTH/B coverage EU27+UK:
• Nearly 65% homes are covered by Full-fibre
• 23 out of 28 countries now have passed the 50%
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Annex: country data (1/2)
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Households
FTTH/B

Homes Passed
FTTH/B 

Subscribers
Coverage 

rate
Take-up 

rate
Penetration 

rate
Austria 4.078.985             1.721.588             434.000                 42,2% 25,2% 10,6%

Belgium 4.989.800             1.412.315             353.100                 28,3% 25,0% 7,1%
Bulgaria 2.838.000             2.600.000             1.520.000             91,6% 58,5% 53,6%

Croatia 1.435.440             934.350                 230.900                 65,1% 24,7% 16,1%
Cyprus 346.000                 259.500                 170.000                 75,0% 65,5% 49,1%

Czech Republic 4.875.000             1.875.000             909.000                 38,5% 48,5% 18,6%
Denmark 2.861.559             2.405.000             1.355.000             84,0% 56,3% 47,4%

Estonia 643.500                 520.000                 230.000                 80,8% 44,2% 35,7%
Finland 2.830.000             1.515.000             1.171.000             53,5% 77,3% 41,4%
France 31.212.198           26.340.000           20.576.000           84,4% 78,1% 65,9%

Germany 40.900.000           16.475.000           4.100.000             40,3% 24,9% 10,0%
Greece 4.287.426             1.321.400             269.600                 30,8% 20,4% 6,3%

Hungary 4.474.531             3.210.000             1.351.300             71,7% 42,1% 30,2%
Iceland 160.000                 146.000                 120.381                 91,3% 82,5% 75,2%
Ireland 2.200.000             1.400.000             619.968                 63,6% 44,3% 28,2%

Israel 2.760.000             2.230.000             945.000                 80,8% 42,4% 34,2%
Italy 26.200.000           15.527.000           4.181.000             59,3% 26,9% 16,0%

Kazakhstan 7.703.000             4.397.000             1.665.000             57,1% 37,9% 21,6%
Latvia 831.400                 760.000                 379.000                 91,4% 49,9% 45,6%

Lithuania 1.495.000             1.190.000             603.900                 79,6% 50,7% 40,4%
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Annex: country data (2/2)
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Households
FTTH/B

Homes Passed
FTTH/B 

Subscribers
Coverage 

rate
Take-up 

rate
Penetration 

rate
Luxembourg 315.000                 249.000                 155.430                 79,0% 62,4% 49,3%

Malta 192.000                 145.000                 69.000                   75,5% 47,6% 35,9%
Netherlands 8.300.000             6.800.000             2.635.000             81,9% 38,8% 31,7%

North Macedonia 590.000                 303.118                 161.689                 51,4% 53,3% 27,4%
Norway 2.581.721             2.271.914             1.663.000             88,0% 73,2% 64,4%
Poland 15.396.785           9.442.000             3.793.000             61,3% 40,2% 24,6%

Portugal 4.154.571             3.726.065             3.070.000             89,7% 82,4% 73,9%
Romania 7.510.000             7.247.000             5.340.000             96,5% 73,7% 71,1%

Serbia 2.423.000             1.307.000             560.000                 53,9% 42,8% 23,1%
Slovakia 1.833.150             1.216.358             770.000                 66,4% 63,3% 42,0%
Slovenia 884.053                 695.000                 325.300                 78,6% 46,8% 36,8%

Spain 18.334.701           16.853.000           14.464.900           91,9% 85,8% 78,9%
Sweden 4.972.695             4.282.000             3.455.500             86,1% 80,7% 69,5%

Switzerland 4.003.958             1.841.821             920.000                 46,0% 50,0% 23,0%
Turkey 26.075.000           18.000.000           6.592.800             69,0% 36,6% 25,3%

Ukraine 13.600.000           9.800.000             2.225.000             72,1% 22,7% 16,4%
United Kingdom 30.000.000           17.100.000           5.115.500             57,0% 29,9% 17,1%
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